Beautiful Tone, Beautiful Heart

By ERIN REDER

For some children, playing an
instrument is something their
parents make them try, or a class
that fulfills a school requirement in
junior high or high school, Olhers,
though, realize early that playing
an instrument is their passion -
something they were called to do.
For 5. Alice Ann O'Meill, her gift as
a musician and cellist led her to the
discovery of a second, unexpected
gift - teaching.

5. Alice Ann began playing the
icallo through the public schools at
age 7. "1 fall in lova with tha cello
immadiately.” she said. "l loved the sound, and the
apility fo play ssamad bo coma naturally to ma.”

Sigter paricipated in group cello lessons throughout
grade school, and in the sixth grade, she began taking
private lessons, “There were no professional cellisis in
Mew Brunswick [Canada - whare she grew up), 5o |
began to take the train to Halilax, Mova Scotia, which
was a five-hour trip. | would stay all weekend; my cello
teacher and | crammed in many lessons.”

Aler graduation from high school, Sister determinad
she wanled 1o study celle performance at Bosion
University in Boston, Mass. °l decided | wanted it to be
a carger,” she said. Al tha tima, it néver occumed to 3,
Alice Ann that 1eaching would be in her fulure — even
though she had started teaching cello when she was
13. 71 taught cello throughout my Iife, since teaching is
the only regular income a musician can receive,”

In 1999 Sister received a master's degree in cello
performance and Suzuki pedagogy. “Teaching chose
me,” Sisler said. “ had a gift for teaching but didn’t
recognize that at firsl.” According to 5. Alice Ann, Dr.
Shinichi Suzuki, a Japanese viplinist and pedagogue,
developed a method of teaching music that touched
her heart, The Suzuki method, she explained, is based
on the philogophy thal everyone can leam as long as
the leaming environmeni is positive and nururing,

“Dr. Suzuki devealopad his method on a standard of
excellence in téaching and learming. He placed a
sirang amphasis on character and relationships
betwesan the leacher, parent and student. It is nod
about bacoming a fing musician; i1's about developing
inta a baautibul human baing.”

Whila 5. Alice Ann continued 1o fravel 85 a professional

cellist, teaching opporunities continued 1o surface. She
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Thirge-year-ohl Syhvie Robinson Sings “Pars of thi
Celly Song™ with her Sunuld cefio teacher 5. Ace
Ann O'Neill 31 Speing Pecital 2007, held ai the
recital hall af the Goliage of Mount 5. Josaph,

completed her doctorate in cello
perormance and siring pedagogy
in 2003, and took a position
teaching cello al the collegiate
level at Capital University in
Columbus, Ohio, She currently
teaches cello, bass, string
pedagogy, music theory and
history; coaches chamber music;
and plays in the facully string
guariet al the University of Daylon
in Ohic. Sister also teaches at the '
College of Mount S1. Josepih,

Along with her collegiate
courses, Sister also teachas |
Suzuki lessons al the Sisters of Charity Motherhouse |
gach week. Her Suzuki students are typically between
3-19 years of age and younger than her college I
students, which iz appealing, and rewarding.

During her Motherhouse lessons, Sister teaches the
Suzuki method, which requires parental involvemant.
Farents attend lessons with the child and serve as
“home teachers™ during the waek. Many times tha
parents leam to play the instrument bedore the child o
fully comprehend what is expected of the child during
lessons. 3, Alice Ann and her Suzuki parenis work
fogether 1o create & nuruning emnvironment for the students.

"l desire for all my students 1o grow as a person in
salf esleam and confidence, 50 they can do what Dr,
Suzuki dreamed — grow into beautiful human beings.”

3, Alice Ann knew at a young age that she was
meant o play the cello. What she learmed over the
years was her call to teach was just as powerful.
Today she uses both gifts to serve God's people and
1o praize God

Studants of Cincinnati Suzuki programs performed on the field of Greal
American Ball Park befare a Cincinnati Reds game in May 2007 The cello
students participate in Suzukd group classes that 5. Alice Ann 0'Meill teaches
an Salurdays in downiown Cincinnat




