
The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati are commemorating the 150th anniversary of the 
death of Margaret George, their founding mother, November 12, 2018. Margaret was an 
early member of the Sisters of Charity in Emmitsburg and a close associate of Elizabeth 
Seton. We invite you to pray with us. 

 
Praying with Mother Margaret George 

November 12 
 
Opening song: “Age to Age” (#494) 
 
Reader:  
 Margaret’s soul was crystal clear -- something like a sparkling clean glass housed 
in a frame of protective love. She looked out from the window of that soul and saw that 
GOD WAS HER ALL. . . . We know that windows are two way instruments, made not 
only for looking out, but also for looking into. Today, in our prayer, we shall try to look 
into Margaret’s soul -- to see her as Mother . . . Founder . . . Prophet.  
 
 Mother -- for she knew the pangs of childbirth and also experienced the pain of 
birthing a new foundation. Founder -- for she came to a frontier settlement on the Ohio 
and left the stamp of her character on the wood, the stones, the flowers that adorned the 
ground she hallowed. Most of all she left her imprint on the sisters she led to a life of 
closer union with God through her example, her maxims, and her poetry. Prophet -- for 
she dared to separate from the security of Emmitsburg and risk a caring response to the 
little community of Catholics, as well as non-Catholics, in the Cincinnati area. 
 
 We honor you, Margaret, out Mother, Founder, Prophet -- as you delight in your 
heavenly mansion. We pray that you will open to us the window of your eternal, sensitive 
heart to let us see and share the treasures it contains. 
 
Response:  
Side 1: Open the window, Margaret, let us your Sisters see 
 Your life, your love, your wholesome sanctity. 
 
Side 2: Open the window, Margaret, let each of us breathe in 
 Your hope, your peace, your calm serenity. 
 
Side 1: Open the window, Margaret, let us all hear 
 Your Alleluias filling your blessed eternity. 
 
Side 2: Open the window, Margaret, let each one feel 
 Your hands, your heart, your spirit of community. 
 
Side 1: Open the window, Margaret, let all the world know 
 Your oneness in the Lord, your purity. 
 
 



Side 2: Open the window, Margaret, shout to a selfish age 
 Your compassion for the poor, your blessed charity. 
 
Side 1: Open the window, Margaret, let your light shine 
 With all its warmth and mercy on wounded humanity. 
 
Side 2: Open the window, Margaret, as we now honor thee 
 To find within your humble heart sweet hid Divinity! 
 
 
Pause for silent reflection. 
 
 
Reader: 1 Cor. 13: 4-7, 12-13 
 Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or 
conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it does not take offense, and it is not resentful. Love 
takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to 
excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes.   
 Now we are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be seeing face 
to face. The knowledge that I have now is imperfect; but then I shall know as fully as I 
am known. In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love, and the greatest 
of these is love. 
 
 
Response: Psalm 42 (#489) 
 
Closing Prayer: (together) 

 Heavenly Father, send the spirit of Margaret into the heart of each Sister of 
Charity and Associate. Impel each one to imitate her virtues -- kindness, humility, 
patience, and obedience to your will. As we, the community of charity, move forward 
in our journey, help us to endeavor to live the vision we have surrendered ourselves to 
follow:  

 
• To choose to live simply in a complex world, committed to healing our global 

home; 
• To embrace cultural expansion in membership and ministry; 
• To learn from and be in solidarity with the poor; 
• To risk being prophetic in church and society; 
• To journey together toward wholeness. 
 

We ask your help, Lord, to fulfill this commitment with a deep faith in your active 
presence among us, strengthened by prayer, friendship and community.   


