
House of Charity Joins Nuns� Build 2010
By S. Monica Gundler

At the end of May, Sisters and volunteers from all over 
the country journeyed to New Orleans, La., for a 
special week-long event called the �Nuns� Build� hosted 

by the St. Bernard Project, a nonpro�t organization working to 
bring home residents displaced by Hurricane Katrina.  

	 �e House of Charity in New Orleans welcomed our very 
own work crew: S. Nancy Gerth, SCN, Sisters Catherine Marie 
Lowe, DC, and Maureen Mcgrath, OP, both from Chicago, Ill., 
Sisters Margaret Mach, Terry �orman and Marty Dermody 
from Cincinnati, and Emily Meyer, a Seton High School and 
College of Mount St. Joseph graduate who also works at Bayley 
Place as she �nishes her master�s degree at Xavier University.  

	 �e week began with a blessing and words of encouragement 
from Archbishop Gregory Aymond as the group of nearly 
100 volunteer Sisters and friends gathered for the �rst day of 
orientation. Zack Rosenberg, co-founder of the St. Bernard 
Project, thanked us for the �moral authority that women 
religious o�er� in speaking out for the poor and vulnerable,  
and wished us well for the week. 

	 �e House of Charity �team� gathered each morning for prayer, breakfast and lunch packing 
and then headed o� to �our house� for the week. �e homeowner, Darren, told us his story of 

waking up to the sound of water, seeing cars �oating down the 
street before scrambling to the attic in the nick of time, and  
�bustin a hole in the roof� to get out. He spent the next days 
rescuing others from the water and living on a boat. His story and 
his presence kept us motivated throughout the week as we sanded, 
cleaned, measured, �mudded� and sweated in the famous  
southern humidity.  

    S. Renee Rose had delicious home-cooked dinners waiting after 
our hard day�s work and our commute back to New Orleans from 
St. Bernard. We had the opportunity for re�ection in the evenings 
a few nights, but also took part in the many events of the week 
including a �thank you� dinner and a night out in the French 
Quarter and the traditional SC Federation night at Mulate�s for 
dinner and Cajun music and dancing.

     �e next Nuns� Build is scheduled for Nov. 14-20, 2010. For 
more information, visit www.stbernardproject.org. �e House of 
Charity will be eager to host more Sisters from the Federation and 
women considering religious life. �e air mattresses will be ready; 
stay tuned for further information.

evoke: 1. to call forth  2. to re-create imaginatively

CALENDAR
Aug. 1-6, 2010      
Catholics on Call Summer Conference 
Chicago, Ill.

Sept. 3-6, 2010      
Come and Serve Labor Day weekend 
with the Charity Federation 
New Orleans, La.

For more information about the above 
events, contact S. Janet Gildea at 
Janetsc@juno.com.
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Sisters Margaret Mach (front) and 
Monica Gundler spent the week of 
the Nuns’ Build mudding and sanding 
drywall and shimming windows for 
a man whose home was destroyed 
during Hurricane Katrina.

Emily Meyer, a graduate of 
Seton High School and the 
College of Mount St. Joseph, 
was one of the lay women 
volunteering her time to the 
Nuns’ Build in New Orleans 
in June.



Where are the Sisters Today?

E-Voc is the electronic newsletter from the  
Vocations Team of the Sisters of Charity of  
Cincinnati for single women wondering what 
new thing God is calling forth in their lives.

If you are interested in learning more about life 
as a Sister of Charity, visit our Web site at  
www.srcharitycinti.org or contact S. Janet Gildea  
at (513) 535-1624. 

Sister Winnie Brubach

AsK OUR SIsTERs

REFLEcTIoNs 

Journey Up
�e journey up to where you want to go

is not a straight line or even a steady grade.
You go around corners,  

crossing the path you�ve taken,
able to look back down to where you�ve been

but not quite up to where you want to go.
�e best you can do is hold on  
to a general sense of direction,
counting the steps for morale,

keeping towards the light as best you can.
�e hall lantern may be lit, or dark,

so you need a little faith
that those sloping ceilings, cobwebs,

whatever grows in those dusty corners
won�t get in your way,

because you really have no choice.
Going back down is not an option

and the steps though uneven,  
rough and steep will eventually 
take you where you need to go.

- Author unknown

A Good Read
By S. Janet Gildea

What led to your decision to enter the 
 Sisters of Charity?

I�m sure that it was a combination of 
the strong faith foundation that was 
experienced in my family and the example 
of the many Sisters who touched my life 
that �rst planted the seed of religious 
life. Although I had grown up 
with a variety of Congregations 
that had contributed to my 
education, it was the spirit of the 
Sisters of Charity who proved the 
most attractive. �ey exhibited 
a very real sense of life, 
�lled with happiness, 
a sense of humor and 
genuine interest in 
those with whom  
they worked. 

�The Holy Longing: �e Search for a 
Christian Spirituality,� by Father Ronald 

Rolheiser, OMI, is fast becoming a spiritual classic 
for seekers, believers and questioners. And aren�t 
we all those, sometimes all at once? �is book 
tackles the big questions of faith in a readable style 
that uses personal anecdotes, stories and sound 
theology. Father Rolheiser doesn�t shy away from 
complex issues like sexual ethics, social justice, 
and the declining membership of the mainstream 
religions. He clearly presents the �non-negotiables� 
of our Catholic faith while challenging the reader 
to a mature understanding beyond black and 
white answers. ��e Holy Longing� names our 
deepest desire as beautifully as St. Augustine: 
�You have made us for yourself, O God, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in You.� You can 
also follow Father Rolheiser online at  
www.ronrolheiser.com.

S. Winnie Brubach is the facilities coordinator for EarthConnection, 
a multi-faceted entity on the edge of the College of Mount St. Joseph 
campus in Delhi Township (Cincinnati, Ohio). To read more about  
S. Winnie, click here.

S. Carol Bauer


