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Biography of Elizabeth Ann Seton 

On August 28, 1774, a baby girl was born. Her name 

was Elizabeth Bayley. Her parents were Doctor and Mrs. 

Bayley of New York City. 

When Elizabeth was still a little child her dear mother 

died. Then Doctor Bayley became Elizabeth's best friend. 

She loved her father very much. 

She and her father took many wa.lks together. Doctor 

Bayley saw that his Elizabeth liked to learn. So he became 

her teacher. He was very happy when he saw Elizabeth 

growing into a beautiful young lady. 

Elizabeth was kind to all, and everyone loved her. She 

spent much of her time helping the poor and the sick. 

How happy young William Seton was when the lovely 

Elizabeth Bayley said she would be his wife. God blessed 

them with five children. There were Annina, William 

Richard, Catherine and Rebecca. For many years young Mr. 

and Mrs. Seton were very happy with their family. Then God 

sent Elizabeth two great sorrows. 

After many busy days of helping the sick and the poor, 

Doctor Bayley became ill and died. Soon after that 

Elizabeth's tired husband became sick. The doctor said that 
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he should travel on sea. Mr. and Mrs. Seton, with their 

eight-year old daughter, Annina, left America to visit friends 

in Italy. They hoped the trip would make Mr. Seton better. 

When they got near Italy they could not land. The 

people thought that Mr. Seton was sick with yellow fever. 

The Seton family had to stay in a strange building for a 

month. It looked just like a prison. The building was so damp 

and cold that Mr. Seton did not get better. Elizabeth helped 

him to see this sickness as God's will. 

At last their friends, the kind Filicchi brothers, were 

able to get the Setons out of that sad place. 

Mr. Seton was now so sick that in a few weeks he died. 

How sad Elizabeth and her little Annina were. Elizabeth 

wanted to go back to America to her little ones who now 

had no father. It was going to be a very lonesome trip home. 

During her short stay in Italy Elizabeth had read about 

the Catholic religion. She was not a Catholic. The good 

Catholic Filicchi family showed her just what good Catholics 

should do. 

When Elizabeth came back to America she and her 

children became Catholics. 
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In those days many people in New York did not like 

Catholics. 

Elizabeth had a very hard time. Even her friends and 

many of her relatives would not speak to her because she 

had become a Catholic. However, she had found new and 

great joy in the Catholic Faith. 

Now Elizabeth had to earn money to feed and clothe 

her five children. She went to work as a teacher. 

One day a priest asked her if she would open a school 

for him in Maryland. Elizabeth was very glad to do so. 

Soon after that she and the young teachers in the 

school wanted to serve God as Sisters. They became known 

as Sisters of Charity. Elizabeth was called Mother Seton. She 

was the fi rst Mother of the Sisters of Charity. 

Saintly Mother Seton died on January 4, 1821. 

As years went by other young women became Sisters of 

Charity. Many schools and homes were opened for all 

children. The Sisters of Charity also began to take care of 

the sick in hospitals. 

Today when we see a Sister of Charity we thank God 

for the work started by Mother Elizabeth Seton. 
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Mother Elizabeth Seton was canonized in Rome on 

September 14, 1975. She became the first American native

born canonized Saint. 

From the Mother Seton Coloring Book 
Copyright 1961 by The Sisters ofCharity ofSt. Vincent de Paul 

Mount St. Vincent-on-Hudson. New York. New York 
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Biography of Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Elizabeth Bayley Seton was the foundress of the first active community of 

Catholic women religious in the United States and the first U.S. born canonized saint. 

She was born Elizabeth Bayley into a prominent New York Family on August 28, 1774. 

Her father, Dr. Richard Bayley was a physician, professor of medicine, and the first 

health officer of New York City. Her mother, Catherine Charlton Bayley, daughter of 

an Episcopal minister, died when Elizabeth was only three years of age. 

Elizabeth's entire young life was spent in the New York area where, in 1794, 

she married William Seton a member of one of New York's prominent merchant 

families. The couple had five children between the years 1795-1802. During these years 

Elizabeth was an active and devoted member of Trinity Episcopal Church. Her writings 

from this period demonstrate a deepening spirituality. The Setons had a happy family 

life while at the same time experiencing the death of both the elder Mr. Seton and Dr. 

Bayley. Elizabeth raised not only her own children but fell heir to her husband's 

younger siblings as well. In addition, she put her energies into improving the lot of 

those less fortunate by participating in the newly-formed Widow's Society. 

By 1798 a double tragedy visited Elizabeth. The family business was moving 

inexorably toward bankruptcy and her husband was becoming increasingly debilitated 

by tuberculosis. In hopes of arresting the disease, Elizabeth decided on a sea voyage to 

Italy. William died shortly after their arrival in late 1803. Elizabeth, along with her 

oldest daughter, Anna Maria, spent several months with the Fillichi family, business 

associates of her late husband. It was during this time that she was exposed to the 

Catholic faith. 

Upon her return to the United States Elizabeth converted to Catholicism. After 

three years of economic struggle and social discrimination because of her choice to 

become a Catholic, she and her family moved to Baltimore. Bishop John Carroll 

encouraged her to open a school for young Besides running the schooi, 

Catholic women from around the country came to join her and the beginnings of a 

religious congregation emerged. The women moved to Emmitsburg, Maryland in the 
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summer of 1809 where they formally began the Sisters of Charity on July 31. Elizabeth 

Seton was named the first superior and served in that capacity for the next twelve years. 

As the community took shape, Elizabeth Seton directed its vision. Constitutions 

from the French Daughters of Charity were adapted, a novitiate was conducted and the 

first group, including Elizabeth, made their religious vows in July, 1813. Shortly after 

that event, they accepted their first work outside Emmitsburg when sisters were sent to 

Philadelphia to conduct an orphanage. By 1817 they had also opened a mission in New 

York. 

During her years at Emmitsburg, Elizabeth suffered great personal loss. Her oldest 

daughter succumbed to tuberculosis in 1812 and her youngest daughter, Rebecca, died 

of the same ailment in 1816. Her spiritual growth and abandonment to God's will 

during this period is apparent in her writings. 

By 1818 Elizabeth began to weaken from the effects of tuberculosis. She spent 

the last years of her life directing St. Joseph's Academy and the Sisters of Charity but 

also preparing herself for the inevitable outcome of her condition. She succumbed on 

January 4, 1821. 
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Short History of The Sisters of Charity 

The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati originated in Emmitsburg, Maryland where 

Elizabeth Seton founded the first community of women religious native to the United 

States in 1809. 

Shortly after its foundation the Congregation began recelvmg requests from 

bishops for sisters to serve in their dioceses. Such a request led to four Sisters of Charity 

opening St. Peter's school and orphanage for girls in Cincinnati in October 1829. This 

foundation was the first permanent establishment of a women's congregation in the 

Diocese of Cincinnati which then encompassed the entire Northwest Territory. 

By the late 1840s the number of sisters increased to eight. In addition to the 

school and orphanage that they ran, the sisters visited the sick and supervised lay 

women who worked for the relief of the sick and indigent. 

At this time the sisters in Cincinnati learned that their superiors in Emmitsburg 

had made arrangements to affiliate with the French Daughters of Charity. Seven sisters, 

under the leadership of the local superior, Sister Margaret George, refused to participate 

in this change. With the encouragement and assistance of Archbishop John Purcell, they 

formed the diocesan Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati on March 25, 

1852. 

Their work expanded to include a boys' orphanage and the first Catholic 

hospital in Cincinnati. They opened a novitiate and, as their numbers grew, expanded 

geographically. 

When the Civil War broke out, the sisters volunteered as nurses. More than one

third of the Congregation, by then numbering more than 100 members, saw service both 

on the eastern front in Ohio, Maryland and Virginia and on the western front in 

Mississippi, Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Immediately following the war, four Sisters of Charity were sent to Santa Fe to 

open the first hospital in the New Mexico Territory. By the 1880s the Congregation had 

sisters in cities and towns along the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains in Colorado 

and New Mexico. The sisters also widened the expanse of their work in the Midwest. 
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As the Congregation continued to grow, it was able to offer assistance in the 

establishment of two additional branches of Mother Seton's daughters, the Sisters of 

Charity of St. Elizabeth at Convent Station, New Jersey (1859) and the Sisters of 

Charity of Seton Hill in Greensburg, Pennsylvania (1870). 

By the end of the 19th century, the Congregation became involved in work with 

Italian immigrants. The Santa Maria Italian Educational and Institutional Home was 

incorporated as the first Catholic settlement houses in the United States and became the 

foundation for an archdiocesan social service program. 

In the late 19th century, schools of nursing were begun in hospitals sponsored by 

the congregation. The Congregation assumed responsibility for running a boarding 

school for deaf and hard-of-hearing students in 1915. The establishment of parish, 

diocesan and Congregation-sponsored high schools required the involvement of more 

and more sisters. And in 1920, the College ofMount St. Joseph was founded to respond 

to the increasing demand for higher education for women. 

In the 1920s the decision was made to become a papal Congregation. The most 

important of the changes brought about by this event were the adoption of new 

constitutions and habit. 

China became the first foreign mission for the Congregation. In 1928 six sisters 

arrived in Wuchang, a city about 750 miles from Shanghai. They opened a hospital and 

dispensary, cared for the aged and orphans, ran a school for young children and a 

training program for nurses. A novitiate was opened there in 1934. The sisters worked 

through the Japanese invasion and occupation during World War II and the Chinese 

civil war but left in 1949 in the wake of the Communist takeover. Other foreign 

involvements included running an orphanage in Rome in the 1950s and 60s, missions in 

Peru from 1960s-1990s, a brief sojourn in Africa during the 1970s. At the beginning of 

the century the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati have members serving in 

Guatemala, Ecuador, Poland and Armenia. 

The impact of the Second Vatican Council caused reassessment of ministry, 

lifestyle, sponsorship of institutions and internal governance. An Associate program, 

initiated in 1975, invites friends and co-workers to share in the mission of the 

Congregation. In 1979 all Sisters of Charity sponsored heaIthcare institutions were 
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brought together in the Sisters of Charity Health Care Systems. This system became one 

of the largest Catholic healthcare systems in the United States and in 1995 became part 

of Catholic Health Initiatives. 

The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati currently have approximately 565 members. 

Besides traditional ministries of teaching, healthcare and social works, sisters are 

engaged in parish ministry, administrative positions, and work with senior citizens and 

the poor. Presently they are located throughout the United States and in several foreign 

countries. 

The Motherhouse is located at Mount St. Joseph near Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Ministries of The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
  

The first Sisters of Charity came to Cincinnati in 1829. They were members of 

the religious community founded in 1809 by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first 

American-born saint canonized by the Roman Catholic Church. Originally established 

in Baltimore, the community later relocated to Emmitsburg, Maryland. Six independent 

communities of women religious developed from Elizabeth Seton's original foundation, 

including the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati. Their Motherhouse, Mount St. Joseph, 

overlooks the Ohio River in Delhi Township. 

Educating Cincinnatians Since 1829 

In the 1820s Bishop Edward Fenwick and lay members of the Church of 

Cincinnati had repeatedly appealed to the Emmitsburg community for Sisters to assist in 

the care of orphans. Finally, Sisters Fanny Jordan, Victoria Fitzgerald, Beatrice Tyler 

and Albina Levy arrived via stagecoach and riverboat in 1829. 

Within a short time these four Sisters had taken charge of five orphans and 

opened a school out of their residence on Sycamore Street to serve six additional 

children. Two more Sisters arrived from Emmitsburg in 1833 to help with the 

expanding mission of St. Peter's Orphan Asylum and Free School. By the end of the 

decade 50 female orphans were being cared for and 150 young girls attended the school. 

These early Sisters of Charity were later described by Cincinnati Archbishop 

John Purcell as "the zealous pioneer religious of this city ... who were never found 

wanting and always bore the brunt of the battle." 

The Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati became an independent community in 1852 

under the leadership of Sister Margaret George, superior of the eight Sisters then 

serving in Cincinnati. She refused to join with the Emmitsburg Sisters in affiliating with 

the French Daughters of Charity, because she feared their European spirituality and 

rules would mean a forsaking of Elizabeth Seton's commitment to meet the needs of 

American people. 

She was elected Mother Superior by the other five Sisters who joined her in this 

new, independent community under the direction of Archbishop Purcell. By 1859, their 
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numbers had grown to 75 Sisters, their ministry to orphans had expanded to include the 

care of young boys, and their educational outreach continued. 

Over the next 175 years, Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati would educate 

countless children in elementary and high schools in Cincinnati, the Midwest and the 

West. Sisters of Charity would also champion education for women. The College of 

Mount St. Joseph, which accepted its first students in September of 1920, was one of 

the first Catholic baccalaureate institutions for women in the State ofOhio. 

Building a Healthcare Tradition Since 1852 

In 1852 Archbishop Purcell bought the Hotel des Invalides on Broadway and 

Franklin and gave it to the Sisters to operate as a 20-bed hospital. Named St. John's 

Hotel for Invalids, it was the first private hospital in the city and the precursor of 

today's Good Samaritan Hospital. Within three years the hospital grew to 75 beds and 

moved to the former St. Peter's Academy and Asylum on Third and Plum. 

With the outbreak of Civil War, demand for the healthcare services of the Sisters 

greatly increased. Every bed at St. John's was pressed into service for soldiers. More 

than 25 Sisters of Charity served the Civil War sick and wounded-in their own 

hospital in Cincinnati; in nearby army camps such as Camp Dennison; in makeshift 

hospitals on the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers; and on the battlefields of Shiloh, 

Stone River and Murfeesboro. 

Sister Anthony O'Connell, the leaders of these Sister-nurses, became known as 

"the angel of the battlefield." Under her leadership after the war, S1. John's Hospital 

received a new home and a new name. In 1866 the 95-bed former U.S. Marine Hospital 

at Sixth and Lock was given to the Sisters by Joseph Butler and Louis Worthington and 

renamed The Hospital of the Good Samaritan in recognition of the charity care provided 

by the Sisters. In 1915 Good Samaritan Hospital moved to its prsent location in Clifton. 

the 

Since they first arrived in Cincinnati in 1829, the Sisters of Charity have sent 

Sisters in all directions to respond to the poor, the suffering and the needy in the 
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expanding American nation--and beyond. In 1928 the community opened an orphanage 

and hospital in Wuchang, China. 

Today, over 560 Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati continue their work of 

education, social service, pastoral ministry, elder- and healthcare in 25 states and four 

foreign countries. They also sponsor organizations that address education, healthcare 

and social service needs, with particular concern for direct service to the poor. 

In the spirit of Elizabeth Seton, the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati are dedicated 

to serving wherever the needs are greatest. Their spirit is captured in the community 

motto: "The love of Christ urges us" (2 Cor. 5: 14). 

Local Nonprofit Ministries of the Sisters of Charity 

Seton High School (1854}-A Catholic girls comprehensive high school in Price Hill. 

Originally founded in 1854 as Mount St. Vincent Academy, it moved it its present 

location on Glenway Avenue (called Cedar Grove) in 1857. Renamed Seton High 

School in 1927, it currently enrolls 680 students. 

St. Joseph Home (1873}-a residential facility in Sharonville for the severe/profound 

mentally and multiply handicapped from infants through adults. Founded in 1873 as S1. 

Joseph Infant Asylum, it also served for many years as S1. Joseph Infant and Maturnity 

Home. 

The College of Mount St. Joseph (1920}-a coeducational Catholic liberal arts college 

in Delhi Township, Ohio, serving 2,273 students. It was housed on the grounds of the 

Sisters of Charity Motherhouse until moving to its new campus across Delhi Road in 

1962. 

Seton Center counseling center located on a residential street in 

Price Hill where total family needs are met in a home-like setting. Services include 

psychotherapy, play therapy for children and diagnostic testing. 
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Bayley Place (1989}-provides a residential environment for older adults of all faiths in 

a creative, home-lie Christian community. Currently, Bayley Place has 100 skilled 

nursing beds, 60 assisted living units and 25 memory impaired units. 

Eldermount-an adult-day program serving averaging over 30 daily
 

participants from southwestern Hamilton County at the Sisters of Charity
 

Motherhouse in Delhi. It allows the elderly to receive needed services in a non


institutional setting.
 

The Village at Bayley Place-is 78 independent residential living units serving
 

those over 70 years of  age in a secure, maintenance-free environment. Health


care, educational and spiritual facilities are conveniently located nearby.
 

The Village Wellness Center -will house an expanded Eldermount Adult Day
 

Program and Outreach Services is scheduled for completion in 2003.
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Litany to Saint Elizabeth Seton 

Elizabeth, Loving Daughter 

Encourage in all children obedience and love 

 

Elizabeth, Faithful Wife 

Grant Gifts of love and generosity to all spouses 

 

Elizabeth, Caring Mother 

Share your mother’s heart with all parents 

 

Elizabeth, Grieving Widow 

Look with compassion on all bereaved wives 

 

Elizabeth, Loyal friend 

Teach us to share friendship generously 

 

Elizabeth, Heroic Searcher of truth 

Guide all who, with fear and doubt, seek the way 

 

Elizabeth, Courageous Convert 

Strengthen the newly baptized as they embrace the faith 
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Elizabeth, Sorrowing Mother 

Console those parents suffering the loss of a child 

 

Elizabeth, Steadfast Religious 

Inspire young women to follow in your path 

 

Elizabeth, Inspired Educator 

Share your gifts with all teachers 

 

Elizabeth, A women For All Woman 

Bestow your charism of love and service on all women today 
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      O Lord, instruct us in your ways. Bless us with the gift of humility, with simplicity, 

and with the joy of knowing that you are ever with us. 

      Then Lord we will be able to rise to your call and hear the cry from your heart for the 

sick, the poor, and the oppressed. 

      We will strive through the inspiration of saint Elizabeth to be “ People of the church”. 

      To see as Elizabeth did where there is need and supply it. 

      To see where there is suffering and relieve it. 

      To see where there is injustice and to right it. 

      In, as Elizabeth puts it in her own words, “we will O Lord, await your will with 

certain hope, pressing forward to eternity; reaching out for the things ahead, looking 

steadfastly upward. 

      O lord we thank you for the works of today. 

      You have blessed us with a great saint and have inspired us to follow in her footsteps. 

      Come O Lord, sustain your people, bought with the price of your blood and bring us 

with your saints to ever lasting glory. 

                      We praise you 

                      We acclaim you 

                      We Worship you with all creation 

                                                            Amen 
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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Good Morning! 

Today is the feast of Elizabeth Ann Seton. She is the first person born in the United 

States to be declared a saint by the Catholic Church. She is a woman of great faith and 

trust and love. 

We have invited Elizabeth and her family to tell you a little about her. Good morning 

William! 

      Good morning. My name is William M. Seton. In 1794 I married the beautiful 

Elizabeth. We lived in New York and were very happy. I worked in my family’s shipping 

and importing business. Elizabeth and my sister, Rebecca, organized women to do 

charitable work among the poor. During these years we had 5 children. This is my oldest 

daughter, Anna. 

        Hi! Being the oldest, 8 years old at the time, I got to go to Italy with my parents. It 

wasn’t exactly a wonderful trip. You see, my dad had contracted tuberculosis, which is a 

lung disease. The doctor told him he had to go to a warm climate to save his health. So 

we were going to Leghorn to visit the Filicchis, friends of my dad. When we go to Italy 

we were quarantined for 30 days. My dad’s health got worse. It was a difficult time but 

we read from the bibe every day and that helped us to get though it. 

         That wasn’t the end of our sorrows. Eight days after we were released from the 

quarantine my husband died. The Filicchis were good to us and invited us to stay with 

them. While I was with them I began to go to Mass and learn about the catholic faith. 

When I got back to New York, I started to teach in order to support my family. I then 

68



established a school in Baltimore, where I also was starting the Sisters of Charity. You 

haven’t met my oldest son yet. His name is also William. 

      Hi! You can see I was named after my father. After he died I liked to think of myself 

as the man of the family – but all that usually got me was hard work! Like the time at my 

mother’s school moved from Baltimore to Emmitsburg. We had to take all our 

belongings and furniture by wagon. I’ll give you one guess who had to do all the heavy 

lifting! My brother, Richard helped. Here he is. 

      Hi! My mom’s school was a school for girls. Just incase you are thinking William and 

I had to attend it, we didn’t. We just wouldn’t have been able to stand that many females! 

Two miles away was Mt. St. Mary College and seminary. We boarded there. Mom 

missed us and we missed her, so she arranged to have dinner with us every Tuesday 

night. We were glad for a good home cooked meal. Have you met my sister, Rebecca? 

      Everyone calls me Becky. I’m the youngest. I don’t always get my way, and I’m not a 

pest. I loved our school because I had so many friends. Some of the girls were boarders 

and lived here at school. Others came just for the day. We studied arithmetic, geography, 

French, music, sewing and religion. It was especially recess! Here’s my Sister, Catherine. 

      My nickname was Kit. My favorite at the school was the Sisters. You could see that 

they loved the children and were good teachers. I used to watch them pray and I wanted 

to be just like them. 
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TV Interview of St. Elizabeth Seton 

I: Good Morning! We have an exciting show for you today. You are going to meet some 

special people who are a real inspiration for us today. Our first guest is Elizabeth Ann 

Seton, saint, teacher, and foundress of the Sisters of Charity. Please welcome her. 

 

I: Good Morning, Elizabeth! 

 

E: Good Morning. 

 

I: You have the wonderful distinction of being the very first person born in the United 

States to be declared a saint by the Catholic Church. Tell us when and where you were 

born? 

 

E: I was born in New York City in 1774. I was growing up during the years of the 

American Revolution. My father was a doctor. My mother died when I was three years 

old, but I had a happy childhood. I was very close to my dad who saw to it that I had 

everything I needed, especially a good education.  

 

I: Elizabeth, I understand that you were well known throughout New York City as an 

educated, generous, and kind young women. 

 

E: My deep faith enabled me to be all those things. I had a special desire to help the poor. 

I organized a group of women in my neighborhood to give aid to widows and orphans. 
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I: You soon met a young man named William Seton. You married him when you were 

just 20 years old. 

 

E: Yes, we were very happy together. We wanted a big family and soon had five 

beautiful children – two boys and three girls. I was very happy with my life. But life 

never follows a straight road! 

 

I: You mean there was sadness and hardships for you to endure? 

 

E: Yes, within a few years my father died, my husband’s merchant business started to 

fail, and worst of all, my husband fell seriously ill with TB. He died while we were on a 

trip to Italy. 

 

I: It must have been such a sad time for you. How did you get through it? 

 

E: It was sad but there was a blessing too. You see, when we were in Italy I got to Know 

William’s Friends, the Filicchi’s. They were devout Catholics who taught me about their 

faith. I learned about God’s presence in the Eucharist. I felt very prayerful and close to 

God when I went to Mass with them.  

 

I: Is that what made you want to embrace the catholic faith? 
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E: Yes, when I returned to New York I thought, and prayed, and reflected about it for 

several months. I made up my mind to become Catholic. That was in March of 1805. 

 

I: When the family business failed, how did you support your five children? 

 

E: I had a good education so I decided to become a teacher. I moved to Baltimore. There 

I met Archbishop John Carroll. He asked me if I would like to start a school. As soon as I 

heard it I knew it was a good idea because I could educate my children and earn a living. 

 

I: Did it work out as you thought it would be? 

 

E: Even better than I thought! Our school soon outgrew the first building we were in, so 

we moved out to the country to a little place called Emmitsburg. From this school the 

idea for parish schools developed. 

 

I: How is it that you started a community of sisters? 

 

E: As our school grew so did our need for teachers. Pious young women joined me to 

teach. It son become apparent that we wanted to live more for God and less for ourselves. 

So under Archbishop Carroll we organized into the Sisters of Charity. 

 

I: As a community of charity what works did your sisters do? 
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E: Our goal was to meet the needs of the times. So the sisters opened schools, 

orphanages, and hospitals – not only in Maryland, but in Philadelphia and New York and 

many other places. 

 

I: The Sisters of Charity are still in existence today. Tell us about them. 

 

E: My original community has grown very big. There are several branches of Sisters of 

Charity. Thousands of sisters do God’s work today. Besides educators they serve as 

pastoral assistants, social workers, spiritual directors, hospital workers, missionaries and 

in may more ways. 

 

I: Elizabeth, you life and faith has had an important impact on church and society. You 

are an example to each one of us. 

 

E: Thank you for joining us today. It has been our pleasure. Thank you. 
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Elizabeth Ann Seton: Wife, Mother, Teacher, Saint 

1.N: Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born in 1774, two years before the declaration of 

independence was signed. 

She grew up in New York City. She liked to go with her father, adoctor, as he made his 

rounds. He was often called to the bedsides of poor immigrants who were sick and 

sometimes dying far from their homes. 

 

Dr. Bayley: Elizabeth, to be sick and a stranger in a strange land is a terrible thing.  

E: Yes, Father. I’m glad we can come and help them. Will we have time to visit Widow 

Ellis and Granny Holscher? 

Dr. Bayley: Yes, Daughter. We will make time to visit them all and take them medicine. 

     ************** 

2. N: Elizabeth Ann grew up trusting God. She trusted God in her marriage to William 

Seton and in the births of their five children. But her trust was tested. Her husband’s 

business failed, and then he fell ill. There was a little money in the house and little time 

for play, as Elizabeth devoted herself to her husband’s care. Still, she did not forget her 

children. When her husband was asleep or resting, Elizabeth could be found jumping 

rope with the children. She knew that children need to play and to laugh even in  the 

saddest of times. 

E: Come Richard and William, come girls! Your Father is sleeping and we must be quiet. 

He needs his rest. It will help him get better. But we can go outside and play a while. 

What shall we play? 

C: Let’s play Farmer in the Dell! 
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R: Yes, and then we can play London Bridge is Falling Down! 

A: Let’s play Jump Rope, too! Where is our jump rope? 

                                                       ***************** 

3. N: Elizabeth’s Husband grew weaker. The doctor suggested taking him to Italy, where 

the sun is warm and the air is mild. Elizabeth, William, and Anna, their oldest daughter 

made the long voyage, and reached the docks of Livorno. There in Italy Elizabeth’s 

husband died, far from home, a stranger in a strange land. 

E: Oh Anna, how sad that father died. His sufferings are over and he is at peace on the 

arms of the angles. 

A: Mother, we alone and very far from New York. What will we do? 

                                                         **************** 

4.N: Elizabeth felt alone and afraid. But friends of her husband’s family welcomed her 

into their home. She saw that they lived what they prayed, and she was moved by their 

hospitality. 

Elizabeth went to Church with them and saw how they loved their faith especially the 

Eucharist. She decided to join the Catholic Church. She had always been a Christian, but 

Elizabeth wanted to join the community that had received her with such affection and 

understanding. In 1805 she walked into Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome and knelt there 

saying, “My God, here let me rest.” 

There would be little rest for Elizabeth. When she returned to New York, she and her 

children lived in poverty. She was barley able to support them as a teacher, even though 

she was a good teacher. Children liked her because she understood their lively natures.  
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Word of her gifts in the classroom spread all over the community. Even Bishop John 

Carroll of Maryland heard of her. He wrote and asked her to come to Maryland and to 

start a teaching community of women. 

Bishop: we have many catholic families in Maryland. We need schools. Will you come 

here to teach? 

E: I have been praying for direction and I seek to do God’s will. Yes, Bishop, I will come 

to Baltimore. 

                                                 ****************** 

5. N: Elizabeth was happy to be needed. She packed up and moved her children into a 

ramshackle house in Emmitsburg, Maryland. The roof had so many holes that in the 

winter snow fell onto their beds as they slep! But Elizabeth had a merry heart. She was 

doing the work she loved, among the people she loved, for the God she loved. 

So when she wrote about her troubles, she compared them to the bites of flies and 

mosquitoes, which bothered people but do not destroy them. She urged her community to 

“ Remember the sure, the never failing protector we have in God.” 
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Interview of Mother Seton 

I: Good morning boys and girls. I am________________ from the Saint Martha News. 

Today we have with us Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, mother, sister of Charity and Saint. 

Good morning and happy feast day, Elizabeth. 

 

E: Thank you and good morning to you. 

 

I: When were you canonized, Elizabeth? 

 

E: I was Canonized which means to be declaired a saint by the church, September 1975. 

 

I: You were born in New York in 1774 and when you were 18 you married William 

Seton and were soon blessed with a big family. Tell us about your children. 

 

E: I had 5 wonderful children. Two boys and three girls. Their names are: Annina, 

William, Richard, Catherine, and Rebecca. When my husband became ill and had to 

travel to a warmer climate, it was my oldest girl, Annina, who went with us to Italy. 

 

I: Did William’s health improve in Italy? 

 

E: No, it worsened, and after a few weeks he died. It would have been one of the saddest 

times of my life if I had not met the Filicchi’s. 
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I: Who were the Filicchi’s and how did they help you? 

 

E: They were friends of my husband’s family who invited me to stay with them. While I 

stayed in their home I learned about the Catholic Faith. I went to church with them and 

began to think about becoming a catholic. 

 

I: Did you become a catholic while you were in Italy? 

 

E: No, I waited until I got to New York. I thought about it and prayed about it for awhile, 

then I decided to be baptized in St. Teter’s church. Catholics were not well thought of at 

that time and my friends and relatives turned against me because they didn’t want me to 

become one. I couldn’t support my five children in New York so I moved to Baltimore. 

 

I: What did you do in Baltimore? 

 

E: I started a school, but the thing I liked best about Baltimore was that I was free to 

practice my new religion. I loved the catholic faith and most of all I loved the Blesses 

Sacrament. It is so wonderful to know the Jesus is really present at mass and communion. 

 

I: From Baltimore you move to Emmitburg didn’t you? 
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E: Yes, I began to meet other women who shared my faith and ideals. Out school grew 

and grew. We were given money to buy a farm in a beautiful valley in Emmitsburg 

Maryland. The Archbishop asked us to start a religious community. It was there that the 

Sisters of Charity first started. 

 

I: Was it difficult to get started in Emmitsburg? 

 

E: Yes, especially the first winter. We were in a building called the stone house. It was 

cold in the winter. The roof was poorly made and one night during a windy snow storm it 

snowed right in. When the sisters woke up in the morning some of them had snow on 

their blankets. 

 

I: It must have been a very difficult time. 

 

E: It was in some ways. We had little to live on, and there was a great deal of work to do. 

Some of the sisters got ill, and once in a while someone would die. But at the same time 

it was very wonderful. We were giving our lives to the lord and trying to do his work. We 

especially enjoyed teaching the children in our growing school. Some children were 

borders, which meant they lived with us, and some of the children were day pupils. In 

this way we were able to give poor children a free eduction. 

 

I: You are credited with starting parish schools. 
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E: Well, my school was the first. But St. John Neumann should get credit for dong a lot 

of work to really organize the schools. 

 

I: You died in 1821 and were canonized just thirteen years ago. It is wonderful to have 

you as a American saint. Is there anything you would like to say to the children in Saint 

Martha School? 

 

E: What I would like to say is that each child here should grow up to be a saint. Love 

God with your whole heart and be kind to everyone around you. God bless you. 
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