
 
Sunday, April 19, 2020, 4 p.m. Prayer Service 

 
Opening Song:                  The Lord is Kind and Merciful     by  Jeanne Cotter 

 
REFRAIN:  
 
        The Lord is kind and merciful; 
        The Lord is kind and merciful. 
        Slow to anger, rich in kindness, 
        The Lord is kind and merciful 

 
Opening Prayer: 
 
      “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” As we prayed this morning, and read the story of our brother, 
Thomas, sometimes we doubt what we do not see, and find it difficult to believe. O loving God, 
gift us with the grace and strength to believe that you are with us in these days of uncertainty. 
Grant us your blessings as we continue to deepen our faith and belief in you. Bless all of our 
brothers and sisters around the world, as we work together to witness to your love and 
goodness. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus.                                Amen 
 
Reflection: 

Lean Back 
 

Lean back, 
Lean back. 

Lean back into the embrace 
of Divine Love. 

You are the visible crest of a wave travelling 
over a deep ocean of love, so what have you 

to fear? 
Lean back into the presence 

of all the holy ones gone before; 
known or unknown, 

of all times and places, 
they support you, 

surrounding you on your way as a forest 
surrounds the smallest sprouting seed. 

There is not one of them 
who does not daily 

will the full flowering of life in you. 
Lean back into their strength. 

Lean back into their love. 



Lean back into the deep river 
of the ancestors 

from whom you came. 
However they lived then, 

they offer, at the very least, 
wisdom as to how to be now… 

 
 
Silent Reflection: 

 
 
Closing Prayer: 
      
     Compassionate One, you hear the cries of the world, we are grateful to you for showing us 
how to be with those who suffer. Thank you for your bountiful kindness offered to our world 
through people of selfless endeavor. How grateful we are that we can join them in being your 
loving heart and hands. We go forth with expanded gratitude and renewed inspiration to be a 
compassionate presence.  Amen                                                   S. Joyce Rupp 
 
Closing Song:                             Irish Blessing   BB #369              all verses 


