
Thursday, April 23, 2020 Prayer Service 
 
Opening Song:         Mantra by Kathy Sherman 
Trust in the slow work of God. Trust in the slow work of God. 
Breathe. Be still. Be still and breathe. 
Trust in the slow work of God. 
                               
Opening Prayer: 
 
     O God, you know how often we are impatient, wanting to see results right now. Forgive us 
for thinking that we know best. We know we can’t see your whole plan. We are so grateful that 
you care enough to make everything beautiful in it time. Teach us patience as we wait. If we 
could only live your words, “With God all things are possible.” Bless this day as we continue to 
listen and be open to your gifts.    Amen 
 
Reflection:                               Beginners    by Denise Levertov 

 
Dedicated to the memory of Karen Silkwood and Eliot Gralla 

‘From too much love of living, 
Hope and desire set free, 
Even the weariest river 

Winds somewhere to the sea—‘ 
But we have only begun 

to love the earth. 
We have only begun 

to imagine the fullness of life. 
How could we tire of hope? 

—so much is in bud. 
How can desire fail? 

—we have only begun 
to imagine justice and mercy, 

only begun to envision 
how it might be 

to live as siblings with beast and flower, 
not as oppressors. 
Surely our river 

cannot already be hastening 
into the sea of nonbeing? 

Surely it cannot 
drag, in the silt, 

all that is innocent? 
Not yet, not yet— 

there is too much broken 
that must be mended, 



too much hurt we have done to each other 
that cannot yet be forgiven. 

We have only begun to know 
the power that is in us if we would join 

our solitudes in the communion of struggle. 
So much is unfolding that must 

complete its gesture, 
so much is in bud. 

 
Response:                            by Kathy Sherman (lyrics on front page) 
 
Silent Reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
     Budding takes time; help us to wait in anticipation as we ponder in these days of uncertainty. 
Bestow patience upon us, and help us to know that you are in control. Help us to wait with 
confidence and know that you will make all things good for all of us. We ask for your courage 
and guidance in these days. We ask this prayer in the name of our brother, Jesus. Amen 
 
Closing Song:              By the Waking of Our Hearts               BB #448    All verses 

 

 

 


