
Sunday, May 17, 2020 Prayer Service 

Opening Song:                             Tis the Gift to be Simple    

 
1. ‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free, 

 ‘Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be, 

 And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 

 ‘Twil be in the valley of love and delight. 

 

 Refrain:   When true simplicity is gained, 

                  To bow and bend we shan't be ashamed; 

                  To turn, turn will be our delight, 

                 ‘Til by turning, turning we come round right. 

 

2. “Tis the gift to be gentle, ‘tis the gift to be fair, 

 ‘Tis the gift to wake and breathe in the morning air; 

 And ev’ry day to walk in the path we choose, 

 ‘Tis the gift that we pray we may ne’er come to lose. Refrain 

 

3. ‘Tis the gift to be loving, ‘tis the gift best of all; 

 Like a quiet rain, it blesses where it falls; 

 And if we have the gift, we will truly believe 

 ‘Tis better to give than receive.     Refrain 

 
 

Opening Prayer:              Joyce Rupp – Prayers of Boundless Compassion 

 

     Companion on the Road of Life, no matter how long or short the distance of the journey, you 

stay by my side. Thank you for your encouragement when the road is challenging and the view 

ahead is hazy. I can walk with hope in my heart, knowing you are with me whether the way is 

hilly or straight, rough or smooth, blocked or open to easy access. I walk with your compassion, 

a love that comforts and strengthens me with every step I take.                    

 

Reflection:                                                   Richard Rohr 

 

How we look at life and the world has changed. I believe. I find gift in a slower pace and the 

sound of the birds. Guess I never took time to listen! 

 

I have spent time in my office going through files and remembering I need to hold on to this 

practice! 

 

There is a schedule that we follow for prayer, meals and sharing that we hold to as sacred time. 

May we nurture what we have learned! 

 

There is an awareness of the gift of friendship and a need to be in touch. Let us continue to 

reach out in the future. 



 

Simple living is possible! 

 

Prayer is a necessary part of life that calls us to search our inner being! 

 

“My life is not about me. It is about God. If is about a willing participation in a larger mystery. 

At this time, we do this by not rejecting or running from what is happening but by accepting our 

current situation and asking God to be with us in it. Paul of Tarsus said it well: “The only thing 

that finally counts is not what human beings want or ty to do, but the mercy of God” (Romans 

8:16). Our lives are about allowing life to ‘be done unto us,’ which is Mary’s prayer at the 

beginning and Jesus’ prayer at the end.” 

 

Silent Reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer:                                     

 

     Sweet simplicity, that is all I ask, for God to fill my life with sweet simplicity. May the 

burdens of life never steal the simple pleasures and joy of my inner child. May I dwell in God’s 

grace with a mind filled with thoughts of sweet things, fascinated by his creation, always full of 

wonder, till my final day. May I always be amazed by the complexity of a beehive, the activity 

of a bird building it’s nest, the blessings of bounty that comes from growing vegetables in a 

garden, the pleasure of fresh baked bread, the sweetness of the scent of jasmine or orange 

blossoms in the air, the bliss of flying a kite, the cuteness of curly haired cows, a life filled with 

light. May I remain untouched by the darkness that lurks in the shadows, in the minds of those 

who embrace evil. That is the prayer for my life.   Amen       

      

Closing Song:                    O Beauty, Ever Ancient      BB #512     

                                                                                     Verses 1, 3, & 5 

 


