
Sunday, May 24, 2020 Prayer Service 
Opening Song:                         Rise Up with Him                BB #566      All verses 
 
Opening Prayer:   
 
     Risen Lord, guide our hands and feet, our minds and hearts as we proclaim your promise to 
the world. May we know greater strength and courage that will sustain us during this time, 
and always. Bless our prayer this evening and grant us the grace to know that you are with us 
always. We are grateful for your gifts and thank you for your unconditional love for each one of 
us. Bless us this evening as we join our prayers together and celebrate your ascension.  
 

Reflection:                                          Stay – Jan Richardson 

I know how your mind 
rushes ahead, 
trying to fathom 
what could follow this.  
What will you do, 
where will you go, 
how will you live? 
 
You will want 
to outrun the grief. 
You will want 
to keep turning toward 
the horizon, 
watching for what was lost 
to come back, 
to return to you 
and never leave again. 
 
For now, 
hear me when I say 
all you need to do 
is to still yourself 
is to turn toward one another, 
is to stay. 
 
Wait 
and see what comes 
to fill 
the gaping hole 
in your chest. 



Wait with your hands open 
to receive what could never come 
except to what is empty 
and hollow. 
 
You cannot know it now,  
cannot even imagine 
what lies ahead, 
but I tell you  
the day is coming 
when breath will  
fill your lungs 
as it never has before,  
and with your own ears 
you will hear words 
coming to you new 
and startling. 
You will dream dreams 
and you will see the world 
ablaze with blessing. 
 
Wait for it. 
Still yourself. 
Stay. 
 
Silent Reflection: 
 
Closing Prayer:                            Inviting God In   by Joyce Rupp 

     Compassionate One, comfort those who are grieving. Give them a sense of hope like that 
given to the disciples. Let them know that their loved one can live on through their lives.  
     Generous God, thank you for all you have given to me. Help me to use my gifts and talents 
well, for your honor and glory and the benefit of all humankind.  
 
Closing Song:                      Go Make of All Disciples       BB #189             All verses 
 



 


