
Monday, July 6, 2020 Prayer Service 
 
Opening Song:                  Loving and Forgiving       #654             Verses 1&2 
 
Opening Prayer:  
  
     Loving God, thank you for your gifts and blessings of this day. May we realize how you 
speak to us in your words as we pray this evening. Bless us and help us to listen, to be open, to 
be aware of the unconditional love you have for each one of us. Grant us what we need this 
evening, and show us the way to surrender to your love, and grace in our prayer. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus. Amen 
 
Reflection:                                    Only God?   by Melannie Svoboda, SND 
 
At the end of the book of Micah we find this beautiful prayer:  
     Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock that belongs to you…Who is a God like you, 
pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of your possession?...You 
delight in showing clemency. You will again have compassion upon us…You will cast all our 
sins into the depths of the sea. (MI 7:14, 18-19) 
 
What makes this prayer so noteworthy are the circumstances under which it was composed. It 
was written right after the chosen people returned from their exile in Babylon, one of the lowest 
points in their history. They had been totally humiliated by their enemy, their numbers had been 
decimated, and their land was taken away. In short, they were a people without hope and 
without a future. Yet they could pray a prayer filled with total trust in God’s goodness and 
mercy. 
     In one way, this is remarkable. But in another way, it is not. For at this low point in their 
history, the people had nothing left to trust in. Their numbers, land, power, and potential had all 
been taken away. They had only God. 
     Only God? Sometimes our prayer is at its best when our lives are at their worst.  
God, I will trust you today—only you. 
 
Silent Reflection: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer:  
 
     Loving God, as we draw our prayer to a close this evening grant whatever you wish for us 
this night. Grant a peaceful rest, and a reminder that many of our brothers and sisters are in need 
of much. Help us to pray for all around this world as we draw a close to this day.  
     May we listen with open hearts to the blessings you have sent us, and show our gratitude for 
all of your grace. We ask this prayer in the name of Jesus, our brother. Amen 
 
      
 
Closing Song:               Loving and Forgiving         #654                Verses 3 & 4 
 
 
 


