
Sunday, June 28, 2020 Prayer Service 
 
Opening Song:              Loving and Forgiving    # 654      Verses 1 & 2 
 
Opening Prayer:                       Adapted from Richard Rohr 
 
     O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May all that we do flow 
from our deep connection with you and all beings. Help us become a community that 
vulnerably shares each other’s burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings 
for the healing of our world. Bless all those who need your love, strength and grace. Grant 
whatever you see fit for us in these uncertain times. Bless each one of us and thank you for the 
gifts of grace this evening.  
 
Reflection: 
 
If we don’t get forgiveness, we’re missing the whole mystery. We are still living in a world of 
meritocracy, of quid-pro-quo thinking, of performance and behavior that earns an award. 
Forgiveness is the great thawing of all logic, reason, and worthiness. It is a melting into the 
mystery of God as unearned love, unmerited grace, the humility and powerlessness of a Divine 
Lover. Forgiveness is the beginning, the middle, and the end of the whole gospel, as far as I can 
see. Without radical and rule-breaking forgiveness—received and given—there will be no 
reconstruction of anything. It alone breaks down our damnable worldview of trying to buy and 
sell grace. Grace is certainly the one gift that must always be free, perfectly free, in order for it 
to work. Without forgiveness, there will be no future. We have hurt one another in too many 
historically documented and remembered ways. The only way out of the present justified 
hatreds of the world is grace. 
 
 
Silent Reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Closing Prayer: 
 
     Loving God, we pray as we end our evening prayer for the blessings you see fit for all of us. 
Bless our brothers and sisters around this world who are struggling. Bless our families, friends 
and those who need your grace. Bless us with a peaceful rest, an open heart and the spirit of 
love that we need at this time. Thank you for your gifts and help us to be aware of your 
unconditional love for all of us. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
      
 
Closing Song:                                Evening Song #626                  Evening Verses 


