
Sunday, May 31, 2020 Prayer Service 
 
Opening Song:                  Send out Your Spirit                   BB # 450           All verses 
 
Opening Prayer:                            Inviting God In      Joyce Rupp 
 
      God of abundant grace, you are enough for me. I will savor the time I have and treasure my 
moments of quiet. Keep drawing me to your heart. Compassionate One, let me see with your 
eyes and hear with your ears so I can be a reflection of your merciful love. 
 
Reflection:                             What The Fire Gives    Jan Richardson 
 
You had thought that fire 
only consumed,                 Each one heard them speaking 
only devoured,                      in the native language of each. 
only took for itself,                         Acts 2:6 
leaving merely ash 
and memory 
of something 
you had believed,  
if not permanent, 
would be long enough, 
enduring enough, 
to be nearly 
eternal.  
 
So when you felt  
the scorching on your lips, 
the searing in your heart, 
you could not 
at first believe 
that flame could be 
so generous, 
that when it came to you— 
you, in your sackcloth 
and sorrow— 
it did not come  
to consume, 
to take still more 
than everything. 
 
What surprised you most 
were not the syllables 
that spilled from 



your scalded, 
astonished mouth— 
thought that was miracle 
enough, 
to have words 
burn through 
what had been numb, 
to find your tongue 
aflame with a language 
you did not know 
you knew— 
 
no, what came 
as greatest gift 
was to be so heard 
in the place 
of your deepest 
silence,  
to be so seen 
within the blazing, 
to be met 
with such completeness 
by what the fire gives. 
 
Silent Reflection: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
     We thank you for the gift of the Spirit alive in our hearts. May it continue to burn within us 
as we close our evening prayer. May it guide us to a peaceful rest, and awake us with the hope 
of a new day. May we always remember that your with us. Thank you for your many gifts and 
may we continue to keep the spirit of joy in our hearts with every blessing we receive. Amen 
 
Closing Song:                        The Spirit Sends us Forth        BB #377       All verses 
 

 


