
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 Prayer Service 
 
Opening Song: Give Me Ears to Listen  by Timothy R. Smith 

Let me be your servant; let me walk your way.  
Guide me on your path; give night the light of day. 
Let me be a sure foundation, pure and strong. Let me tell of your salvation all life long. 
 
Refrain 
Give me ears to listen. Give me eyes to see.  
Give me words to speak and show your face to me. 
 
In silence, when you call me, let me hear your voice. Jesus, walk beside me; let my soul rejoice. 
When winds and currents batter me, help me be sure. Give me courage from the storms when 
they occur. 
 
Last night, when I awoke I heard you call my name.  
You refreshed my soul; I felt your burning flame. 
Oh, strengthen me to bear my cross and walk your way.  
Give me grace to comfort those with all I say. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
 
     Loving God, we are grateful for the unconditional 
love you offer us each day. In these last several 
months, we have lived an unordinary life, if it ever is 
ordinary, and we have had the opportunity to reflect 
and think about the goodness of our lives. This 
pandemic challenges us every day, and continues to do 
so. Yet we get up every morning, move through the 
day as you see fit. Help us to ponder the wonders of 
your love for each one of us.  
We ask this prayer in your name. Amen 
 
 
Reflection:                 Excerpt from Waking Up to This Day -- by Paula D’Arcy 
                                            Live with an Open Heart: Practice Love 
 
     “As we move through our days there is always an option to become the space in which 
others may recognize love. Sometimes it means giving someone the space they need to think 
things through—the privacy to arrive at their own conclusions in their own way and to draw 
conclusions that are different from our own. Or it may mean that I refrain from inserting my 
own opinions and the force of my rightness. Instead, I observe myself and stop to ask the 
question, ‘What am I creating in this conversation?’ Sometimes love calls me to remain silent in 



order to fully meet someone else and not overwhelm them with my own ideas, or worse, my 
plan for their life. This is how we come to realize love. We live more carefully. We give each 
other respect and room to grow. We honor life in every form. 
     Love is there in the simple, ordinary moments—which in essence are neither simple or 
ordinary, because life is not ordinary. The challenge is to see the gift even as we live it and to 
stop rushing past things. The profusion of buds on my rose bushes, those first signs of spring –
the first life since I cut the bushes back in early February—are a perfect expression of the same 
love. But I have to slow down to know that. 
     Adversity will be the agent of change in our lives until we decide to let love itself drive the 
change. Then love, like a mighty tide, will break through walls that separate us from our inner 
worlds.” 
 
 
Silent Reflection 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer:                      from Praying with Louise de Marilac 
 
     Living God, grant me the courage to detach myself from anything that does not draw me to 
you. Fill me with your holy presence so that all my desires may only be for your glory and for 
love of my sisters and brothers. May I strip away distraction and simplify my life so that I can 
be filled with justice, fidelity, peace and charity.  
 
Closing Song: You Are the Healing. #399  

 


