
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 Prayer Service 
 
Opening Song:                              O Shelter Me        Michael Joncas             Refrain 
 

O shelter me, O shelter me; 
The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me; 
All will be well if only you will shelter me. 

 
Opening Prayer:                         Listen with the Heart – Joan Chittister 
 
     The function of routine is to give us time to recoup our energies for the next unpredictable 
challenge. Enjoy every minute of normal time you have. Store it in your heart as energy and 
endurance. You will someday need the peace and calm and certainty you have gathered there. 
 
Reflection: 
 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
Something is loose in this world 
We call it disease, illness, 
Which separates us from our loved ones, 
Which challenges us as we try to live out our lives fully, Which causes us to suffer deeply and 
to feel abandoned. 
But something else is stirring in your world, Moving in the hearts of all who call on you. 
In the compassion of your people 
Are the hands of Christ the Healer. 
And it is greater. 
Teach us to seek out the ones who suffer among us. 
Help us to affirm their dignity, 
To lift them up in care, 
To take up the cross of their suffering. 
Empower us in your grace to be healers. 
In the face of all darkness, 
Claims called AIDS, malaria, cholera, 
Zika, typhus and Ebola 
In defiance of every plague and cancer 
Allow us to be your healing power: 
More powerful than the serpent's head in the desert, More cleansing than the balm in Gilead, 
Stronger even than the power that flowed from the hem of your garment. 
Empower your Church to be your very healing hands, touching every corner of this world. 
So we may say to your people, "You are made whole.                   Amen 
 
Silent Reflection: 
 



 
Closing Prayer: 
 
     Loving God, thank you for your love and grace we received this day. Bless us and help us to 
remember all those who need your love this day, especially all those who are sick, who have 
died or who are challenged by the illnesses of this world. We ask your blessing on all our 
brothers and sisters, and ask for the healing they need in this time. Bless all those grieving the 
loss of loved ones and grant us a restful, peaceful night. 
We ask this prayer in the name of our brother, Jesus, Amen. 
 
Closing Song:                 O Shelter Me        Michael Joncas             Refrain 

 
O shelter me, O shelter me; 

The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 
O shelter me, O shelter me; 

All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 

 


