
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 Prayer Service 
Opening Song:                  All Are Welcome              #315      Verses 1&2 

Opening Prayer:                   Dr. Yolanda Pierce - Xavier University, Cincinnati 

     God, in your mercy…Show me my own complicity in injustice. Convict me for my 
indifference. Forgive me when I have remained silent. Equip me with a zeal for righteousness. 
Never let me grow accustomed or acclimated to unrighteousness. 
      

Reflection:                             When You Say    by Leslye Colvin 

When you say, “I’m not racist,” you deny the complexity of a system built on the racist ideas 
born of white supremacy. 

When you say, “I don’t see color,” you do not understand that making judgements based on 
color is the problem, not seeing color. 

When you say, “I was taught to treat everyone the same,” you deny the limitations of your 
being kind when the system denies my dignity. 

When you say, “But, I’m a Christian,” you deny the whitening of Jesus’ body and the distortion 
of his Gospel for economic gain through the genocide of indigenous people, the enslavement of 
Africans, and other atrocities against people of color. 

When you say, “My child is black,” you conflate your love for one person with a love for all. 

When you say, “My family never enslaved people” you deny how the injustices of slavery were 
transformed to perpetuate your illusion of white supremacy. 

When you say, “My ancestors were wronged for being Irish or Italian.” You deny that people of 
Irish and Italian ancestry now identify as white. 

When you say, “My ancestors arrived after slavery.” You deny that their white skin privileges 
you today. 

When you say, “The Constitution says all men are created equal,” you deny ongoing legal 
battles to make it realized. 

When you say, “All lives matter,” you deny our lived experience. 



When you say, “I want to learn,” you take a step forward. 

When you say. “I want to be an ally,” the hard work begins. 

Silent Reflection: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer:                A Prayer for Oneness 

    We rest in you, Spirit of Life. We place in you our feet, our legs, our torsos, our arms, our 
shoulders, our head and allow you to support all that we are. 
We rest in you, Spirit of Life, and give to you our worries, our fears, our doubts, our hopes, our 
joys, our pains, our anger, our love, our hate, and allow you to take in all that we are.  
And as we give all that we are, we find the place of truth, stillness, still, eternal where you and 
we are one.  
     We breathe in, deep, deeply, down, up, all that we are, as we stand on our toes at the edge of 
the universe, in oneness. And all that we are expands, until forever.        Amen 
 

Closing Song:                                      All are Welcome       #315          Verses 3 & 4 
 


